
Save the lake!  Critical News about Water 
Supply and Lake Levels

The sun shimmering over the 124-acre surface of Lake Mission Viejo 
can be a dazzling sight, but there’s a downside, too: evaporation. 
Evaporation, along with seepage, requires the Association to purchase 

about 250 acre-feet* of water annually from the Santa Maragarita Water District 
(SMWD), which is equal to approximately one-half of one percent of the total 
amount of water used by the Association’s 24,000 households each year. To 
protect the lake’s fish, keep docks and slips from becoming unusable and to 
prevent damage to launch ramps, this lost water must be replaced. 

In wet years, we can count on rainfall to do much of the work of re-filling 
the lake, with the balance purchased from Santa Margarita Water District 
(SMWD). This year, as in previous drought years, rainwater’s contribution has 
decreased, so our SMWD purchases have increased (see sidebar).

The current drought is so severe, however, that SMWD recently told us that 
if the drought continues, they may not be able to continue to supply potable 
(drinking) water for lake-fill. If the water district goes to a Stage Three Alert 

from its current Stage Two, our usual lake-fill water purchases will have to be approved, 
and could conceivably be denied. With a Stage Four Alert, no potable lake-fill water will be available from SMWD. 

Similarly, as the LA Times recently reported, state water regulators may consider restricting the use of potable water in California’s recreational lakes in 
drought years.There’s no indication either of these actions will happen imminently, but there’s every indication that we should plan for the possibility.

A Fishable, Swimmable Lake
The Association’s Mission Statement instructs us “to maintain and improve Lake Mission Viejo 
Association’s premier freshwater lake,” so our goal is to find ways to protect lake water levels even in 
prolonged, severe droughts.  

Your staff and Board of Directors have been working with SMWD to identify options for a more 
sustainable, drought-resistant water supply. Our priority will be to maintain the lake’s water quality and 
biology, and protect its recreational and aesthetic value while considering the potential impact of any 
action – or inaction – on Association assessments and finances.
More information will be included in your December assessment bill. Please review it, and if you have any 
questions, please send an email to savethelake@lakemv.org. 

* An acre-foot is 325,851 gallons, enough to meet the average annual water needs of two California families.

On Saturday, December 6th, Lake Mission Viejo will be 
transformed into your Holiday Cheer Headquarters! 
Festivities will begin at 4:30 pm with Santa’s high-speed arrival 

on the lifeguard patrol boats. Santa will be available to hear Christmas 
wishes and take photos all evening, but the line will close at 7:45, so 
don’t wait too long! Also back this year are the very popular snow slides, 
open from 4:30 to 8:30, as well as the beach bonfire so you can warm up 
after hitting the slopes.
As if that wasn’t enough to make your yuletide gay, check out the boat 
parade starting at 6:15 while listening to the Charles Dickens Carolers 
as they stroll through the park. Tony’s Sea Landing will be open, selling 
food and beverages for your convenience.

SNOW DAY at the lake 
Saturday, December 6th

Water Purchases at a Glance
	 Acre-Feet*		  Cost
	 Purchased  

Wettest Year	 110	 $	 120,230

Normal Year	 250	 $	 273,250

Driest Year	 350	 $	 382,500

2014 to Date	 320	 $	 349,760

Oh, What Fun...
4:30 pm	 Santa’s Arrival
4:30-8:30 pm	 Snow Slides
4:30-7:30 pm	 Charles Dickens 
	 Carolers
5:00-8:00 pm	 Bonfire on the Beach
6:15 pm	 Boat Parade
	 and Santa’s Break
7:45 pm	 Last Chance 
	 to Get in Line for Santa

Trout Update
LMV has experienced a loss of fish. Anglers, please take note: 

Fishing events referenced in this issue MAY or MAY NOT 

take place. As we go to press, the issue remains unresolved; trout 

stocking may be postponed or canceled prior to our scheduled 

fishing events. Thanks to all anglers as we address this issue. 

Please visit our website for updates.  



Get Your Newsletter 
via Electronic Delivery 
Going green and saving valuable resources 
is an important theme now at LMVA. Do 
your part by logging on to the Lake’s website 
at www.lakemissionviejo.org. Click on 
the web portal link log-in to your account 
on the LMVA Web Portal to receive your 
LMVA Newsletter in an electronic format.

Check the box that states:
Enroll to receive community 
association newsletter and notices 
in electronic format. 
Then check the “Submit” button at the 
bottom of the screen.
Check the acknowledgement box to 
approve your choice to receive documents 
electronically as shown below:
I request and consent to have 
all documents, notices and 
communications from Lake Mission 
Viejo Association (“Association”) sent 
to me electronically by email, fax, 
message board, website or otherwise.

It is that easy! You will now receive email 
notification when the newsletter is released 
for publication. Clicking on the link 
provided in the email will send you directly 
to the current issue of the LMV Newsletter 
with all the latest and greatest events and 
information going on at the Lake. This 
service saves both printing and postage 
costs and is environmentally sensitive as 
well.

You may revoke your consent to participate 
in this program at any time by a written 
revocation sent to the Association either 
electronically, hand-delivered, or by U.S. 
Mail.

Attention: 
Members of all ages!
Take advantage of the best instructors 
teaching the most creative recreational 
pursuits of the season. Start  2015 right 
by signing up for these LMV favorites. 
Don’t take too long – these classes fill 
up fast!

Registration Information

For registration forms and complete 
class descriptions, please go to 
www.lakemissionviejo.org. 
Call (949) 770-1313, ext. 200 for 
registration information.

Stand-Up Paddle 	 12+ yrs
Open Practice 
with Beachside Instruction 

Bring your family and friends and join 
us for Stand-Up Paddle Open Practice.  
Beachside instruction and board use is 
included. No appointment necessary 
and no prerequisites; however we do 
require that all of our paddlers be in 
good general health and “water safe.”  
Parent supervision is required for all 
paddlers under 14 years of age. All our 
SUP paddlers will wear lifejackets and 
use board leashes that we supply. Paddle 
Practice is weather- and conditions- 
dependent.  

Dates	 Ongoing – dependent upon 
	 weather and other conditions  
Time	 Check westwindsailing.com 		
	 for the latest dates and times. 
Fee       	 $25 (1 hour) 	 per person
	 $35 (1½ hours)	 per person
	 $40 (2 hours)	 per person

Winter Class Offerings at LMV

Jumping Jacks	 18 mos-4 yrs
and Jills

Bring your preschoolers to join in great 
fun, including dancing, imaginative play 
exercises, Follow the Leader, tunnel play, 
bouncing balls, beanbags, instrumental 
jam sessions, and more!

Instructor 	Charlene Jordan, 
	 Miracles in Motion
Dates  	 Tue 	 Feb 24-Mar 17
	 (4 meetings) 
Time  	 10:00-10:50 am	
Fee 	 Members	 $35/$34 sibling fee
	 Guests	 $47
Place	 Los Alisos Jr. High School
	 25171 Moor Avenue, Rm. T-6
	 Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Supersitters	 11+ yrs

This class is a must for any potential 
babysitter.  In just a few hours, learn 
how to prevent accidents, what to do in 
an emergency, child development facts, 
childcare do’s and don’ts, age-appropriate 
games, job hunting techniques, and  
finances. A parent or driving adult must 
attend last 15 minutes of class. Bring a 
pen or pencil.  One-day workshop.

Instructor 	Charlene Jordan
Date	 Fri	 Mar 20
	 (1 meeting)
Time 	 6:00-9:00 pm	
Fee	 Members	 $39
	 Guests 	 $47 
Place  	 SVUSD District Board Room

You Can Be a Part of the Parade!
Parade of Lights organizers are always looking for new entrants who want to spread some 
cheer by participating in this 36-year tradition. If you haven’t already reserved an inverter, call 
the office at 770-1313, ext. 200 to see what’s still available.  

Call as soon as possible if you have your own boat and would like to the join the parade on 
Saturday, December 6th. Boats need to be decorated and lined up in the LMV North Beach 
Marina by 5:45 pm.

Happy Holidays

The Board of Directors, Management and Staff 

join to wish all members a safe holiday season and 

a Happy New Year! Lake Mission Viejo will be 

closed on Thursday, December 25.

Register 
Your Boat 
for 2015
LMV members are 
reminded to update their 
LMV boat registration 
in order to launch 
their water craft on 
LMV.  2015 LMVA 
registration stickers 
are now available 
in the membership 
office and will be 
required for all 
boats in use on the lake 
in 2015.  Boats new to LMV waters must 
be quarantined for 30 days prior to being 
granted lake access. Boats / vessels can 
be launched only from the North Beach 
launch ramp. SUPs are not subject to the 
quarantine requirements.  Please refer to 
LMVA boating rules.

Members can contact the membership office 
at (949) 770-1313, ext. 211 to obtain details 
about boat registration requirements.



Discovery

Holiday Season is Trout Season at LMV
The initial stock of rainbow trout, (8000 lbs. from Chaulk Mound Trout Farm in 
Nebraska) has made its journey to the inviting waters of LMV, waiting for anglers to 
challenge them with all kinds of baits and lures.

The fishing fleet has been readied, and the Tackle Box retail outlet has been stocked. There 
are three pontoon boats ready for group charter fishing. This allows groups of up to six 
anglers to enjoy a more comfortable fishing platform while on LMV.  

Informed LMV anglers rely on light line fishing with small treble hooks and power bait for 
consistent success when targeting the lake’s trout. More adventurous anglers tempt the trout 
with a variety of lures including mini jigs, roostertails and kastmaster lures. Trolling a small 
rapala lure behind one of LMV’s rental boats can often yield a trophy fish.

Anglers should be prepared for some great trout angling as the lake will be stocked three 
times during the heart of the season this December.  Trout stockings are scheduled for 
December 3rd, 17th and on the 29th, just prior to the annual Kids’ Derby on December 30th. 

December Fishing Club Meeting
The December meeting of the Fishing Club is scheduled for Wednesday, December 3rd at 
7:00 pm in the Lake Administration Building. Current fishing conditions will be discussed. 
A special guest will also bring members up to speed on the most current techniques 
regarding landing a trophy trout at LMV.

December Tournament
The December tournament will be held on Saturday, December 6th from 6:00-11:00 am, 
with weigh-in at 11:15 am.  There are three divisions:  Kids 11 and under ($4), Teens 12-17 
($5) and Adults 18 and over ($5). Anglers can sign up for the tournament at the meeting 
on Wednesday night, Thursday or Friday in the Boat Rental office, or the morning of the 
tournament prior to 6:30 am. Prizes will be awarded in all divisions as well as a Big Fish 
prize for the largest trout of the tournament.

Holiday Children’s Tournament
Refer to the article on this page for details of the annual Kids’ Holiday Fishing Derby. This 
event is planned specifically for younger anglers to land their first trout. The event is set for 
Saturday, December 30th right after our last trout stock of 2014. We welcome members of the 
Fishing Club to join in on the action by helping tie on and bait hooks, untangle tangles and 
offer friendly advice to on how to land a trophy trout.  

22nd Annual Kids’ Holiday Fishing Derby 
Returns on December 30th
Once again it is time to enjoy an annual end of the year tradition at LMV. The 2014 
Kid’s Holiday Fishing Derby is scheduled for Tuesday, December 30th.  The perfect 
opportunity to spend some relaxing quality time with your child and the perfect time to 
fish at Lake Mission Viejo is almost here.

4,000 pounds of trout will be stocked just prior to the derby. Call the Lake Services Office 
at (949) 770-1313, ext.200 to reserve a space no later than December 26th. Entry is free.  
Walk-ins on the day of the event will be registered for the event after all RSVP entrants have 
been checked in. 

Bring your own rod/reel, bait, stringer and parent/adult per fishing child. Four age 
divisions will each award prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place based on largest single fish 
caught. All fishing regulations will be enforced during the derby.  Please consult the LMVA 
website at www.lakemissonviejo.org to review fishing rules and regulations (use the “Rules 
and Regulations” button on the “Main Dock” page).  No one is permitted on the docks until 
they are checked in. One rod is permitted in the water per entrant.

Come on down with your children, grandchildren or just come on down to watch all the 
action. This event is one of the most enjoyable things we do here at the Lake for everyone 
involved. Skilled volunteer help is welcome from more experienced anglers who would like 
to participate.

3/4 and 5/6 Year Olds
 9:30 am	 Check-in
10:00 am	 Derby begins
11:00 am	 Derby ends; 
	 fish weigh-in
11:15 am	 Prizes awarded

7/8 and 9/10 Year Olds
11:30 am	 Check-in
12:00 pm	 Derby begins
  1:00 pm	 Derby ends; 
	 fish weigh-in
  1:15 pm	 Prizes awarded

2015 LMVA 
Fee Increases 
In order to avoid an increase in the 2015 
semi-annual assessment, the Board of 
Directors has approved increases to the 
following user fees at LMV.

Boat Storage Fees
10% increase for all boats stored at LMVA 
facilities.
Concert Guest Pass
$15 per guest (maximum four guests per 
family membership).
Picnic Table Rentals
$10 per table per day (maximum two tables 
per family membership).
Property Transfer Fee
$200 for transfer of a member property in 
escrow.

LMVA 2015 Board 
of Directors Elected 
in Annual Meeting
The Annual LMVA Meeting of the 
Delegates to conduct business and elect 
the 2014-15 Board of Directors took 
place on Tuesday, October 28th.  Board 
Directors currently serving the LMVA 
membership are as follows.

President	 Kevin Pennington

Vice President	 Bill Ernisse

Vice President	 Dale Tarkington 

Secretary	 Diane Hufstedler 

Treasurer	 Fred Mellenbruch 

The LMVA Board of Directors and 
Staff join to thank the LMVA Delegates 
for participating in the Annual Board 
elections. Delegates play an integral role 
in the process.  Please send an email to 
info@lakemissionviejo.org if you have 
any questions or comments for your 
Directors, 
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Ahoy, Matey!
Once again the LMVYC polished off another successful year filled with sailing competition and 
social activities. Monthly regattas filled Sunday afternoons with exciting yacht races while, more 
informal racing took place on Wednesday and Friday evenings. The Junior Sailing Program continued 
to grow with the addition of several new racing class boats and a motivated group of competitive kids all 
sailing under the watchful eye of veteran LMVYC member Rod Simenz. Rod devotes countless hours to 
LMVYC each year and his junior sailors are developing into formidable opponents.  The kids competed 
in multiple regattas on LMV as well as races in Newport and Dana Point. The more senior sailors were 
kept honest by their younger competition throughout the busy yachting schedule of races.

LMVYC sailor Guy Heaton defended his crown as “Top Skipper” in the final competitive race of 
the season.  It was a great day of sailing with the Yacht Club’s top 10 sailors square off in LMV’s 14.2 
Catalina Expo sailboats for five races to see who comes out on top.

With the onset of the holiday season, Club members will once again don their most festive apparel and 
take to the sparkling waters of LMV to lead the LMVA Parade of Lights from the deck of the famous 
Lighted Schooner.  Don’t miss the parade on Saturday, December 6th, set to sail around 6:15 pm from 
the North Beach Marina. The LMVYC is open to all members and everyone, regardless of sailing ability, 
is encouraged to join.  For more information about how to join the Yacht Club, check the Lake website 
www.lakemissionviejo.org.
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2015 Assessments Due
The January 1-June 30, 2015 assessment 
bills are in the mail. Assessments are 
due January 1st and considered late on 
February 1st.  Along with the traditional 
method of mailing in a check to LMVA 
offices, there are several electronic 
methods of paying your bill.

 It’s all about convenience. There are 
several ways to pay LMVA assessments 
without writing a check.  In a effort to 
keep pace with the electronic world, members can use one 
of the following methods to pay the semi-annual assessment 
for the January 1st due date: 

Pay with your credit card.  The procedure is very 
simple and secure. All you need to do is log on to 
www.lakemissionviejo.org and follow the link on the main 
page to guide you through a very easy process. You will 
need to verify your account with your LMVA account 
number and your last name. The rest is very easy.  A service 
fee of $3 will be charged to offset fees charged by the credit 
card companies. Dues must be paid in full when using this 
service.

Use your online banking service through your bank and 
LMVA will be able to receive your 
payment electronically. There is no 
fee from LMVA’s side to process 
your payment in this manner.

Members can also have their
 assessment automatically 
debited from their account 
by using the convenient ACH 
processing service.  For details, 
contact the LMVA billing office 
for details at (949) 770-1313, ext. 
209.

Hours of Operation 
North Beach

8:00 am-10:00 pm	 Mon-Fri
6:00 am-10:00 pm 	 Sat-Sun

East Beach
Closed for the season

Market on the Lake
8:00 am-10:00 pm  	 Daily
With Market Dock Access 
Card

Snack Bars 
Closed for the season

Membership/ Billing Office
8:00 am-5:00 pm 	 Daily

Clubhouse Rental Office
11:00-3:00 pm	 Mon-Sat

Beach Bag Store/Lake 
Services

8:00 am-5:00 pm 	 Daily
Tackle Box/Boat Rentals

8:00 am-5:00 pm 	 Mon-Fri
6:00 am-5:00 pm 	 Sat-Sun
Last boat rented at 4:00 pm, 
due in: 5:00 pm.

December
3  	 Trout Stocking

3	 Fishing Club 	 7:00 pm
	 Meeting

6	 Trout 	 6:00 am
	 Tournament

6	 Santa’s Arrival 
	 and Boat Parade

9	 Board Meeting	 7:00 pm

17  	 Trout Stocking

25	 Merry Christmas
	 LMVA facilities 
	 closed all day

29  	 Trout Stocking

30  	 Kids’	 10:00 am-3:00 pm
	 Holiday Trout Derby

January
1	 Happy 
	 New Year 2015
	 LMV open all day

13	 Board Meeting	 7:00 pm

14	 Fishing Club 	 7:00 pm
	 Meeting

14  	 Trout Stocking

17	 Trout 	 6:00 am	
	 Tournament

28	 Trout Stocking

February
10	 Board Meeting	 7:00 pm

11	 Fishing Club	 7:00 pm 
	 Meeting

11	 Trout Stocking

14	 Trout 	 6:00 am
	 Tournament

16	 Presidents’ Day

25	 Trout Stocking


