Let it snow at the Lake
		 on Saturday, December 7th!
			 Join us from 4:00-8:00 pm
				for Santa, sledding, and
					more when the concert
						bowl transforms into a
							Winter Wonderland!
Discs for the sled runs will
		be provided, and please
		note: personal sledding
equipment will not be
allowed.
						Get a picture with Santa
and his Elves (find out if
				 you are on the “Naughty
			or Nice” list), then warm
your hands by the bonfire
on the beach.
Mind-Blowing Balloons will return
to make holiday-themed creations
for all the good little boys and girls.
Also, make sure you don’t miss the
Annual Boat Parade.
Plumeria Cakes will be on hand
serving tasty treats, and Tony’s
Sea Landing is open selling food
and Holiday Cheer.
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Join the LMV Parade of Lights!
Want to spread some Holiday cheer? Organizers are looking for new entrants
who would like to participate in our 40+ year LMVA tradition of the Parade of Lights.
Be sure to call as soon as possible if you have your own boat and would like to join in
at LMV’s Snow Day with Santa and the Annual Boat Parade .
If you haven’t already reserved an inverter, call the office at (949) 770-1313, ext. 216 for
availability. Boats need to be decorated and lined up in the LMV North Beach
Marina by 5:45 pm on Saturday, December 7th.

MANAGING THE LAKE
Third in a series of articles on the
fascinating and challenging job
of managing our beautiful Lake
Mission Viejo.

Preserving, Protecting and Maintaining Lake Mission Viejo’s Water Quality

T

he Association is dedicated to providing a premier freshwater lake by protecting and maintaining the Lake’s water quality. As the
Lake ages and faces new external threats from Quagga mussels and Golden Algae, the work of maintaining lake water quality has transformed from the
relatively simple task of sampling and testing lake water into a challenging and multi-faceted campaign to ensure Lake Mission Viejo continues to be a
valued recreational asset.
Quagga mussels provide a good example of how commitment and hard work can pay off. These tiny mussels, native to the Ukraine, are thought to have migrated
to the East Coast of the United States in ship ballast water. They quickly crossed the continent by clinging to the hulls of pleasure boats, reaching California in
2007 or 2008.
Because the mussels quickly gather on any hard surface, like boat hulls, docks and inlet and outflow pipes, they pose a serious threat to the Lake. In 2008, just as
the threat became known, the Association began inspecting and tagging all watercraft before they were allowed to enter the Lake, and in the 11 years since the
program began, we have inspected and tagged more than 27,000 watercraft.
LMVA continues to test our waters for Quagga mussels and equally troubling Zebra mussels, sending water samples to the Scripps Institute of Technology for
testing. The test results are encouraging, showing that our efforts have paid off and the Lake remains free of the mussels. Our Compliance Department, Dock
Staff and boat inspection team are committed to keeping it that way.
GOLDEN ALGAE
In 2014, the Lake suffered its first Golden Algae bloom, and nearly all the fish in the Lake died, as the Golden Algae toxin prohibited their gills from processing
oxygen. (Golden Algae affects only gill breathing organisms.)
Since then, we have invested thousands of hours of staff time and more than $100,000 in scientific studies to find a way to limit Golden Algae’s damage.
It’s a huge challenge because Golden Algae affects lakes around the world, and no one has yet found a way to control, let alone eliminate, this threat.
After the initial Golden Algae assault on the Lake, the Association commissioned a study by Dr. David Caron to determine possible strategies to manage
Golden Algae blooms. Dr. Caron is an award-winning researcher into harmful bloom-forming species of microalgae. That study looked at multiple factors,
including pH, TDS (salts) and minerals. The study was encouraging, indicating that reducing the Lake’s pH could, at a minimum, limit the damage caused
by future algae blooms. Dr. Caron called the lowering of pH “highly significant” because Golden Algae in Lake Mission Viejo appears to be more toxic to
fish than Golden Algae in other lakes, adding, “Our experimental results at low pH indicated that an approach that focuses on reducing toxicity by altering
the pH of the Lake might be an effective way of reducing the threat of fish kills due to Golden Algae.”
To develop a plan based on these findings, the Board recently approved new studies by Dr. Caron that include extensive in-lake testing of the use of alum, a
chemical commonly used to treat drinking water, to reduce lake water pH levels. The tests will be conducted within confined enclosures in the Lake and the
application of alum will be guided by data developed through new laboratory tests he will conduct into Golden Algae’s response to various pH and salt levels.
We are hopeful that periodic alum application will help us to reduce the frequency and impact of Golden Algae blooms, and that Dr. Caron’s new studies will
aid us in designing the most cost-effective methods for applying the alum.
A positive step towards reducing minerals and salts in the Lake’s waters has been made with LMVA’s $5.5 million investment in the Advanced Purified Water
(APW) plant that is now providing lake refill water. While the decision to switch to APW water was driven by new state water conservation requirements that
precluded the purchase of drinking water from SMWD for lake refill, water quality is benefitting because APW water contains a fraction of the mineral and salt
content of the SMWD water we previously used.
We are now closer than ever to developing actionable plans to address Golden Algae’s toxicity, and while progress will be incremental,
it will be progress – and that will enable the Association to meet its commitment to provide our Members with a premier freshwater lake.

Unplug at the Lake!
There’s more to your LMVA
membership than just summer
fun.
So many of us spend the bulk of our
days in an office that fresh air and the
healthful aspects of sunshine truly
become a rare commodity. Members
can take advantage of the Lake’s
inexpensive watercraft rentals to
help maintain their healthy summer
beach-bod throughout the Holidays
and straight into Spring. Grab a few
friends, take a mental break from
the daily grind, and get moving!
LMVA has quite a few choices with
member access to sailboats, stand-up
paddle boards, rowboats, kayaks, and
pedal boats. These offer low impact
activity that gently burns calories …
and they’re just plain fun.
Where else can you enjoy
all these toys without the
commitment of owning them?
LMVA’s got you covered, even if all
you’re looking for is a brisk, scenic walk
on the 3.1 mile path around the Lake.

Winter Hours
North Beach
8:00 am-10:00 pm
6:00 am-10:00 pm

Mon-Fri
Sat-Sun

East Beach
Closed for the season
Market on the Lake
8:00 am-10:00 pm
With Market Dock Access Card

Daily

Snack Bars
Closed for the season
Membership / Billing Office
8:00 am-5:00 pm
Clubhouse Rental Office
11:00-3:00 pm
Beach Bag Store / Lake Services
8:00 am-5:00 pm
Tackle Box/Boat Rentals
8:00 am-5:00 pm
6:00 am-5:00 pm
Last boat rented at 4:00 pm,
due in at 5:00 pm.

Winter Fishing
Conditions
A good summer of Lake fishing has come to a
close, although plenty of Tilapia, Bluegill, and
Catfish are in the Lake waiting to be caught.
Over 5,800 pounds of fish were stocked this
summer, with 2,200 pounds of Tilaipia and 400
pounds of Catfish stocked in August. Fishing
has been fair during the month of October, with
Catfish and Tilapia being caught regularly.
WINTER TROUT FISHING

Daily
Mon-Sat
Daily
Mon-Fri
Sat-Sun

There will be no set Trout stockings scheduled for
the 2019/2020 season due to the unpredictability
of Golden Algae blooms, but Trout will be
stocked throughout the winter as encouraging
lake conditions permit. The Lake will be open for
fishing on stocking days.
At this time, we cannot confirm a date for the
annual end-of-the-year Kids’ Fishing Derby.
Stocking updates and changes in fishing
conditions will be announced on the
facility entry marquee, the Lake website
at www.LakeMissionViejo.org, and on
LMV social media accounts.

Something for
Everyone!
That’s what Lake Mission Viejo Yacht
Club’s junior sailing program has to
offer. Just look at the five different types
of boats available. This year’s junior
sailing team is wrapping up another
successful season of competition on
the Lake and at local harbors. Some
team members have their own boats, but
most sail one of the sixteen club boats.
The team has boys and girls ranging in age
from 8 to 17. Some are new to sailing this
year; others have considerable experience
and sailing skills with shelves full of
awards. A few team members also sail
on high school teams.
Now is a good time to make plans
to climb in a sailboat and join the
fun in 2020!
Participation is open to boys and girls
ages 8 to 18 who are LMVA members.
Sailing experience is desirable but not
necessary. Why not give the sport of
sailing a try? Enjoy a non-contact,
highly competitive sport that puts
emphasis on boat handling skill,
sailing knowledge, and tactics
rather than physical size, strength,
and speed. Best of all, cost to be a
sailing team member is very modest,
and the time commitment is less than
most other sports. For more information,
contact LMVYC Junior Sailing Director
Rod Simenz at (949) 462-0838.

Have You LIKED Us?
2020 Boat Registration
Tags Available!
LMVA members are reminded to update
their LMV boat registration in order to
launch personal watercraft on LMV. 2020
LMVA registration tags are now available in the
membership office and will be required for all
boats in use on the Lake in 2020. Boats new to
LMV waters must be quarantined for 30 days
prior to being granted Lake access.
Contact the Membership Office at
(949) 770-1313, ext. 212 to obtain boat
registration requirement details.

Follow LMVA on social media networks to
stay up-to-date with the latest Lake information,
events, and activities occurring throughout
the year. Share your fun LMVA photos using
hashtags #LMVA and #lakemissionviejo.
•

Facebook.com/Lake-Mission-Viejo

•

Instagram.com/				
LakeMissionViejoAssociation

•

Twitter.com/LMVA_Lake

•

YouTube.com/Lake92692

We look forward to connecting with our
Members in a more personal way through
social media and hope to continually increase
and improve our communications with LMVA
Members.

Take the LMV Plunge
on New Year’s Day!
Join your friends and neighbors
on January 1st for our 3rd Annual
New Year’s Day Plunge in the Lake!
Registration begins at Lifeguard Tower #1
at 11:45 am. Costumes and general fun are
encouraged. You can even be King or
Queen for the day at LMVA! (Randomly
selected.) Coffee and hot chocolate will be
available to curb your shivers.
All LMVA members and their guests are
welcome. There is no cost to the members.
Call Lake Services at (949) 770-1313, ext 216
for details.
11:45 am

Registration begins

11:50 am

Announce King and Queen!

11:55 am

Polar Bear Group Photo!

12:00 pm

Polar Bear Plunge –
Everyone in the Lake!

12:15 pm

Awards!

LMVA Assessments Due
The January 1-June 30, 2020 assessment
bills are in the mail. Assessments are due
January 1, 2020, and are considered late on
February 1, 2020. The Lake semi-annual billing
period assessment fee for January 1-June 30 is
$127.
There are several ways to pay LMVA assessments
without writing a check. In a effort to keep pace
with the electronic world, members can use one
of the following methods to pay the semi-annual
assessment for the January 1, 2020 due date.
Pay by credit card
Follow the ‘Make a Payment” link on the main
page of www.LakeMissionViejo.org to guide you
through our simple and secure process. You will
need to verify your account with your LMVA
account number and your last name. Dues must
be paid in full when using this service.
Alternatively, you may use your online
banking account and LMVA will receive
your payment electronically. There is no
fee from LMVA’s side to process your payment in
this manner. NOTE: Please be sure you use the
P.O. Box address found on your billing statement
coupon when making an electronic payment.
Members can also have their assessment
automatically debited from their account
by using the convenient ACH processing
service. Call the LMVA billing office for details
at (949) 770-1313, ext. 212.
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LMVA 2019/20
Board of Directors
Election Results
The Annual LMVA Meeting of
The Delegates and Board of
Directors Elections took place
on Tuesday, October 22nd.
Two Director seats were up for
election, and incumbent Joe Bolich
and newcomer Bill Moorhead were
elected to the Board. LMVA would
like to thank candidates Marina
Hegel and Jon Goettsch for their
participation in the process. The
Board for the 2019/2020 year is as
follows:
President

Dale Tarkington

Vice
President

Diane Hufstedler

Secretary

Fred Mellenbruch

Treasurer

Joe Bolich

Member
at Large

Bill Moorhead

Understanding the LMV
Districts and District Delegates
Delegates are the voice of their District – attending
the monthly Lake Mission Viejo Association Board Meetings and
bringing to the table any questions or concerns raised by their
District, while also bringing information from the Board Meetings
back to their District.
It can be rather difficult to fill these delegate positions.
At this time there are vacant Districts. Please visit
www.LakeMissionViejo.org/50/Delegate-District or call
(949) 770-1313, ext. 232 If you would like more information about
your District or if you would like to become a Delegate.
Lake Mission Viejo Association is comprised of over 24,500
homes which are divided into 81 Districts. There are two types
of Districts: Sub Association and Non- Sub Association Districts.
Each District is represented by a District Delegate. Delegates are
elected in the following manner: Sub Association Districts elect
their Delegates during their annual Board of Directors elections.
This date will vary by Sub Association. LMVA assists the NonSub Associations with the election process during the month of
October.
Delegate representatives for all Districts elect members to the
Lake Mission Viejo Association Board of Directors at the Annual
Meeting of the Delegates/Board of Directors Elections held each
year in late October.

The LMVA Board of Directors
and Staff join to thank the LMVA
Delegates for participating in the
Annual Board elections. Delegates
play an integral role in the process.

Winter Calendar
December 2019

10 Board Mtg

7:00 pm

24 Boat Rentals /
		Administration
		 Offices closing at 1:00 pm
		 Boat Rentals closing at 3:00 pm
		 Facility closing at 5:00 pm
25 Merry Christmas
		
LMVA Facilities closed all day
TBD Kids’ Fishing Derby
		 Tentative based on Lake
		conditions

January 2020

1 Polar Bear Plunge 11:45 am

		 Happy New Year 2020
		
LMVA Facilities open all day
7 Board Mtg
7:00 pm

February 2020
11 Board Meeting

17 Presidents’ Day

7:00 pm

Are you considering listing
your home for sale this winter
or sometime in the future?
If you are, don’t forget about your
Lake Mission Viejo Association
membership. There are over 24,500
homes that comprise LMVA, and
we are the Master Homeowner’s
Association (HOA) with mandatory
membership attached through the
grant deed of all properties within
the Association’s boundaries. This
membership transfers to the new
owners upon close of escrow and is
not voluntary.
A question often asked of us is
“What is an HOA?” An HOA
is the governing body of
a development and the
Lake Mission Viejo HOA
is governed by a Board of
Directors comprised of five
homeowners/members,
elected by the District
Delegates.

Please email comments or
questions for your Directors at
info@LakeMissionViejo.org

7 Snow Day with
4:00 pm
		 Santa and the
		 Annual Boat Parade

Selling Your
Home? Don’t
Forget LMVA!

Venue with a View!
Rental facilities at LMVA are an exciting alternative to
typical hotels, restaurants, and event rentals. Imagine your
next gathering with panoramic views while the sun
sets on beautiful Lake Mission Viejo! Our unique venue will
exceed the expectations of even the most discerning guest.
Members can enjoy 2,500 square feet of flexible event space at the
Lake Clubhouse – including a large commercial kitchen, a private
bridal dressing room, assembly seating for 376, and table seating
for up to 170 of your closest friends and family.
The Floating Platform, the East end of North Beach, and Upper
East Beach are also available for rental on a limited basis. These
are ideal settings for outdoor gatherings, such as company picnics,
family reunions, and birthdays.
We offer an exceptional value with our members-only
pricing. All you need is an LMVA Membership or an LMVA
Member to sponsor your private event.
The calendar is filling quickly for 2020 as members are planning
important events at our beautiful Lake for family and business
events. Be sure to stop by the Clubhouse to discuss your
upcoming event with our professional and attentive
LMVA Event Coordinators.

When a new homeowner purchases
a property within LMVA, the
membership transfers with the
property and the new owners
automatically become LMVA
members. Members pay semiannual assessments which are used
for the day-to-day operations and
long-term maintenance reserve
of the homeowners association
(HOA). These assessments pay for
the common area maintenance,
recreation programs, events, and
many other services available for
your enjoyment.
So remember, when you arrange
to sell, it is very important to
inform your Realtor and Escrow
Officer about Lake Mission Viejo
Association so we are included
properly in the transaction.

